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vism ; it has converted physicists into preachers
of lay-sermons ; and it has moved even men
who repudiate all religion to profess their repu-
diation of it in the scriptural language of Coven-
anters. In our own country indeed, up to very
recently, it has been almost co-extensive with
ethical free-thinking. To Christians therefore
of the older kind, who still believe in revelation,
and in the Church's divine origin, the fortunes
and the influence of this new form of Christianity
cannot fail to be of very singular interest.
Regarded as a popular faith, its existence has
been not a long one ; but it has been, in one way,
strangely eventful. We propose to review the
history of it during the past seventeen years, and
to compare its condition at the beginning of that
period, with its condition now at the end of it.

One of the chief complaints made by Natural
Christianity has been that the rival system is
incapable of growth. We are told, that by its
supernatural postulates, it is inseparably linked
to certain views of the universe which every
day are being shown to be more untenable ; and
it cannot accept the new views that are replacing
them. It may wish to do so, but it cannot. It
is obliged to reply Non possumus. If Chris-